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PENCOMBE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of Pencombe Group Parish Council 
held on 

Tuesday 24th August 2021 7.30pm in Pencombe & Little Cowarne Parish Hall 
 

Councillors Present;  
Cllr. T. Brazier (Chairman)  Cllr. J Barrett 
Cllr. D Legge   (Vice Chair)  Cllr. C. Hayes   
Cllr. C. Hadley     
 
In Attendance: Allan Drew (Parish Clerk) 
 
Members of the Public:  9 residents attended 
 
 
92/21 Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr. Hope  

93/21 Declarations of interest and written requests for dispensation 
No Declarations of Interest had been received so there were no requests for a 
dispensation. 

 

94/21 Draft minutes of the previous meeting on 27th July 2021. 
The minutes of the meeting of 27th  July 2021 were agreed and the Chairman will sign the 
draft minutes as a true record of the meeting. 

 
95/21  Open Session 
95.1/21  To receive an update from the Ward Councillor. 

Cllr. Harrington reported that COVID cases were rising steadily with the most recent count 
being around 300 cases /100,000 residents.  However, in the younger age groups (18 
years and under) the rate is 1000 cases/100k residents.  This high level is not translating 
into hospital admissions.  There has been one outbreak in a nursing home but due to the 
vaccinations there have been no deaths.  Vigilance remains necessary and messaging is 
focussed on younger people not passing the disease on. 
 
Following Government initiative bus companies are starting to work in partnerships with 
local authorities and Herefordshire is aiming to create a plan for integrated bus networks 
by October. 
 
The Lengthsman funding scheme is progressing with £250k funding available shortly.  
Another initiative is £250k/annum for 5 years to fund the other Lengthsman work.  This will 
be matched funding. There will also be a small base amount for every registered scheme. 
It is hoped that these schemes will be launched within the next 6 weeks. 
 
There is support for those affected by the problems with Afghanistan, and also for Afghan 
refugees. 
 
Cllr. Harrington had checked the bad road surface in Little Cowarne and agreed action 
was necessary – he would discuss with BB.  He would also see what could be done about 
the visibility splays at the Ullingswick junction. 
 

DRAFT: 

Subject to 

agreement 



Pencombe Group Parish Council 

Minutes 
 

 

 

 

2 

 

Two Hoots had another month (end of September) to comply with the enforcement notice, 
after which action would be taken if they had not reverted to their 2013 planning consent 
conditions. 
 
Cllr. Barrett raised the issue of drainage at Pencombe school which Cllr. Harrington had 
investigated.  He had requested that BB and officers speak to the Diocese about 
progressing this issue and an update was expected shortly. 
 
Cllr. Legge raised the issue of fly tipping (cannabis remains) at Shortwood and Cllr. 
Harrington undertook to contact Environmental Health to progress the matter. 
 
The Chairman reminded the meeting that Cllr. Harrington would hold a surgery in the 
Parish Hall this coming Saturday 28th August at 11am for any resident that wished to raise 
issues or concerns.  

 
95.2/21 To receive queries or concerns from local residents. 

None were received 
 

 
96/21 To receive an update on the Parish Hall.   

Mr. Mottram reported that bookings for the Hall were starting to rise after the COVID 
shutdown.  The Hall website has the diary.  The grass cutting has been done by A C 
Garden Services who would be making some suggestions to Council about the best 
cutting program for the Hall’s needs. 

 
97/21 To receive a report from the Responsible Finance Officer 

The RFO reported that bank balances stand at- 
 Unity Trust £20393 
 HSBC £488.  . 
 
Payments as authorised at the July meeting had all been made- 
 

 

 

 

Payments received since last meeting. 

None 

 

 

 

No. Name Amount £ Details 

1 A M Drew • £300.63 Clerk’s July salary 

2 A C Garden Services • £350.00 July cut including Parish Hall 

3 HMRC • £225.40 PAYE 

4 Autela  • £43.50+VAT Payroll 
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Payments for Authorisation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Council resolved to make all the above payments including an invoice for £310 just 
received from A C Garden Services for the August cut around the Parish Hall. 
 

97.1/21 Delegated authority to the Clerk for car park and NDP related expenditure. 
The Clerk explained the legal basis for delegating authority under the Local Government 
Act 1972 s.101 for the purposes of expenditure up to £1000 for publicity and other small 
items which benefited from quick decision taking.  The Clerk undertook to discuss any 
such purchases with the Chairman/vice-Chairman before progressing.  Council resolved 
to delegate such authority to the Clerk. 
 
 
 

98/21 Planning  
98.1/21 To consider the following applications to be determined by Herefordshire Council- 
 

212957 Marsh Court farm prior notification for proposed agricultural storage building to 
cover an existing manure store.  Comments are not required. 

 
98.2/21  To note planning permissions granted by Herefordshire Council 

None 
 
98.3/21 To note planning refusals by Herefordshire Council 

None 
 

99/21 Lengthsman & Grass cutting 
99.1/21  To consider work to be undertaken 

Cllrs. Legge, Brazier and the Clerk had surveyed a 300m of road from Pencombe village 
centre up to New House Farm.  The current drain is blocked but is also considered too 
small (6”) to carry the water if the drain running under the yard at New House Farm cannot 
be repaired.  The only option would be a new, larger drain.  The Lengthsman was present 
at the meeting and undertook to price the work. 
 
The issue of dog waste was discussed since it was a Lengthsman item (installing a bin) 
and the Clerk reported he had found a contractor who offered a dog waste disposal 

No. Name Amount £ Details 

1 A M Drew £300.63 Clerk’s August salary 

2 M A Walsh & Sons £140+VAT Lengthsman (Little Cowarne ditching) 

5 X2 Connect Ltd £250+VAT Kiosk glass for Little Cowarne 

6 A M Drew £112.80+VAT Refund for annual renewal of Clerk’s 
software 
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service for £15.50+VAT per bin per fortnight.  Council thought this too expensive 
especially since Cllr. Harrington clarified that dog waste could be placed in Council black 
household bins and emptied on the normal waste collection service.  Mr Nicholson who 
had raised the point initially also felt that the price was high and alternatives should be 
sought.   
 
Cllr. Harrington described the steps taken in Wirral to employ undercover enforcement 
officers who have to be present when a dog fouling offence is committed. 
 
Mrs Wilcox added that Little Cowarne would benefit from erecting some dog fouling 
notices and it was agreed that some notices would be erected in Little Cowarne. 
 

 
 

100/21 Neighbourhood Development Plan 
(a)The Clerk reported that the grant had had been dispatched by Locality and was 
expected in the bank within a few days.  The grant amount is £9550.   
(b) The Clerk also reported that he had received an offer from Lynda Wilcox to run an 
inaugural steering group meeting either on the 14th or 21st September.  Mr Mottram noted 
the Hall was booked for the 21st so the only available date is the 14th.  Council felt that the 
14th was too close so the Clerk undertook to contact Lynda for alternative dates. 

 
101/21  To receive an update on the provision of a Village Car Park. 

(a) The Clerk noted the verbal agreement with Cllr. Hope to purchase the half acre of land 
for £15000.  The next step is to appoint a solicitor to act for the Council.  The Clerk had 
received a quotation from Lanyon Bowdler based in Bromyard to act for Council in this 
matter.  Several pricing options were available based around either a fixed price or an 
hourly rate price- 
Fixed price  £1450+VAT+disbursements 
Hourly rate   £810-£1350+VAT+disbursements 
 
 After some discussion Council concluded that the fixed price model was the more prudent 
option and it was resolved to engage Lanyon Bowdler on their fixed price quotation.  
Council resolved that the Clerk could make the engagement payment of £700 to Lanyon 
Bowdler. 
(b) The Clerk reported he had approached six planning consultancies to commission 
support for the planning application.  Two had responded, one of which, Berrys in 
Hereford, had shown considerable interest in the project.  He had had a phone call with 
Berrys senior planner, PJ Triplow who would now prepare a quotation for planning support 
based on that conversation.  The quotation from Berrys is awaited. 
(c) The Clerk had created an outline budget for the project and initial estimates are in the 
region of £40,000+VAT.  This level of expenditure is beyond Parish means and although 
funds from donations and reserves could be expected it seemed inevitable that a loan, 
probably from the Public Works Loan Board would be required.  To progress such a loan 
there had to be clear evidence of resident support for the project, typically through a public 
meeting. 

 
102/21 Refurbishment of telephone kiosks at Pencombe and Sparrington and management 

of the Sparrington defibrillator. 
There was some debate about the ownership of the three kiosk no.6s in the Parishes and 
the consensus was that- 
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• Sparrington was owned by Community Heartbeat Trust (who have no objection to 
residents restoring the kiosk) 

• Little Cowarne is owned by the Council who purchased it from BT in 2018 

• Pencombe ownership is unclear mainly because there is a working cardphone installed.  
The Clerk will investigate further. 

 
It was agreed that the recently restored kiosk in Little Cowarne should be added to the 
Council insurance. 

 
103/21 Matters for discussion at the next meeting. 

The Clerk raised the matter of the new Code of Conduct which is being adopted around 
the County.  This is the LGA New model Code of Conduct 2020 and he recommended 
that Council should discuss the new Code and adopt it at its next meeting. 
 

The date of the next meeting is 28th September 2021 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm. 

 

 
 
 

.  
Signed…………………………………. Chairman of the Parish Council   

 

 Dated ………………. 

 


