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PENCOMBE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of Pencombe Group Parish Council 
held on 

Tuesday 22nd February 2022 at 7.30pm in Pencombe & Little Cowarne Parish Hall 
 

Councillors Present;  
   

Cllr. W. Brazier, Chairman  
Cllr. D Legge    Cllr. C. Hadley     
 
In Attendance: Ward Councillor John Harrington, Allan Drew (Parish Clerk) 
 
Members of the Public:  9 members of the public attended 
 
 
14/22 Apologies for absence 

Cllr. Hope sent his apologies.  He had been close to a person who had tested positive for 
COVID and although he was testing negative he judged it best to self-isolate.  Council 
accepted the reason for his absence. 

15/22 Declarations of interest and written requests for dispensation 
No requests had been received 

 

16/22 Draft minutes of the previous meeting on 25th January 2022. 
The minutes of the meeting of 25th January were agreed and the Chairman signed the draft 
minutes as a true record of the meeting. 

 
17/22  Matters arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda 

 The Clerk reported that an election has been scheduled for the 31st March 2022 to fill the 
two vacancies on the Council.  Election notices have been posted and packs for those 
wishing to become candidates have been received.  The closing date for candidates to 
submit their application to stand is 5pm  4th March 2022. 

 
18/22  Open Session 
18.1/22 To receive an update from the Ward Councillor. 

Cllr. Harrington reported that the latest COVID cases were now 630 cases/100k some way 
above the national average of 540 cases/100k.  Despite this high case load hospitalisations 
remain relatively low. 
 
Herefordshire is currently consulting on the update to the Core Strategy which is due to 
close on 28th February.  A key aspect of the consultation is to agree a revised housing 
strategy and decide whether the present policies of spreading development around both the 
towns and eligible villages should continue or if future development should be directed 
more towards Hereford and the market towns. 
 
Flooding from recent storms has been an issue with Council teams working over the 
weekends to improve the situation on the highways.  However, the effects did not seem to 
be quite as widespread as back in 2020.   
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Herefordshire has a number of vacancies for registrars and would welcome applications 
from residents to fill these part time roles.  Anyone interested should contact Cllr. 
Harrington. 
 
The roads around Cherry Orchard and Sparrington Cottages are to be re-surveyed in the 
hope that they can be properly re-surfaced rather than continued patching. 

 
 

18.2/22 To receive queries or concerns from local residents. 
No questions were raised by residents. 
 

19/22 To receive an update on the Parish Hall.   
Mr Mottram was not currently present but the Clerk had received a report from him as 
follows- 
“As far as the hall report goes there is nothing of significance to note - bookings are slowly 
getting back to normal and there are no significant problems with the building or sites. The 
trustees would like to express their thanks to the Parish Council for arranging for Steve 
Edwards to re-lay some of the slabs outside the hall. He has done a very good job and it all 
looks great. 
The hall trustees have received the final payment of COVID Recovery funding which has 
enabled the enterprise to stay solvent throughout the very difficult period of the pandemic.” 
 
. 
. 

20/22 To receive a report from the Responsible Finance Officer 
 

Bank Balances 

Bank balances on 18/2/2022 were as follows-  

 Unity Trust current account £32640.66 

However, the cheque to Kirkwells for £588.00 has not yet been presented for payment so corrected 
balance is £32052.66. (Note: this payment of £588 will come from the NDP reserve which has been 
reduced accordingly in the table below) 

 

Council to note the breakdown of the bank balance as regards reserves and grants- 

Use of Reserve £ 

Winter maintenance & management 5000.00 

Neighbourhood Development Plan 8778.60 

Flood protection capital fund 5000.00 

Village car park  6900.00 

TOTAL 25,678.60 

 

The general reserve to fund activity for the remainder of the financial year stands at- 

£32052.66 - £25678.60= £6374.06. 
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Payments made since last meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Payments received since last meeting. 

James Giles & Sons £100.00 Interment of the late Jean Berry 

Lower Hope Farms £100.00  Ditching work on C1117 south of Pencombe village 

 

Payments for authorisation 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Council resolved that these payments should all be made. 

 
Budget and Spending 

The budget position with one month remaining of the financial year remains satisfactory. 

Forecast income for year  £ 25200 

Forecast expenditure for year  £19900 

Forecast surplus   £5300 

No. Name Amount £ Details 

1 A M Drew 300.63 Clerk’s December salary 

2 A M Drew 300.63 Clerk’s January salary 

3 HMRC PAYE 225.60 3rd quarter PAYE 

4 Autela payroll 43.50+VAT 3rd quarter payroll 

5 Kirkwells  490+VAT Payment 1 for NDP 

6 Viking 33.16+VAT Stationery (for NDP & PGPC) 

7 P&LC Parish Hall 63.00 Hall hire for NDP meetings 2 & 3 

No. Name Amount £ Details 

1 A M Drew 300.63 Clerk’s February salary 

2 Berrys 870.80+VAT 
840.50+VAT 

2 invoices - car park planning fee 

3 A M Drew 68.80+VAT Refund for HT advert re grass cutting 

4 A M Drew 23.99+VAT Refund for (2) monthly ZOOM payments 

5 HALC  396.47+VAT Annual subscriptions 

6 M A Walsh & Son 300.00+VAT Cemetery works 

7 Steve Edwards 400.00 Parish Hall paving slabs 

8 Viking Direct 32.75+VAT Paper, flip chart pens A4 folders 
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Line 

No.

PENCOMBE GPC 

DRAFT BUDGET 

2022-23

Budget 

2022-23

Income
1 Precept 13875
2 Cemetery 1000
3 Other 4000
4 VAT Reclaim 924

5 Total Income 19799

6 Clerk 3600
7 Bank Charges 72
8 Administration 500

9
Insurance, audit, 

professional 685
10 IT 340
11 Cemetery Rates 310

12
Training and 

development 350
13 Equipment 500
14 Lengthsman 5500
15 Maintenance 2500
16 HMRC 960
17 NDP 3000
18 Other 1200

Special Projects

19 Defibril lators

20 Little Cowarne 0
21 Sparrington 150
22 Pencombe 100
23 Village Car Park 2500

24 Total Expenditure 22267

25
Reclaimable VAT in 

expenditure 1000

26 Surplus -1468

 
Draft Budget for 2022-23 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The RFO introduced the draft budget for 
the following year 2022-23.  He pointed 
out that although expenditure exceeded 
income, a number of items such as the 
NDP and Lengthsman would be funded 
from existing reserves and so the 
trading deficit was not a concern.   
 
The budget would be formally agreed at 
the March meeting. 
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The RFO raised the issue of a recognition event for the villages to say thank you to 
Councillors Hayes and Barrett and also to mark a milestone in recovering from two years of 
COVID.  The proposal is to hold a lunchtime event on 23 April which the Group Parish 
Council would subsidise.  Mrs Maynard raised the point that the Hall was holding an event 
on 2 April.  It was discussed that such an event might be eligible for a grant under the 
Queen’s Jubilee celebrations. Grants might be available but Ms. Simcock pointed out that 
the applications had to be submitted by 28 February.  Councillor Harrington clarified that the 
grants were from the Herefordshire Community Foundation and not the Council.  However, 
he would check whether any additional funding was available although Ms. Simcock had 
not received a reply to a similar enquiry she has submitted to Herefordshire. 

 
 
21/22 Planning applications & updates 
 To note updates- 

213713 Three Horseshoes, change of use to extend beer garden – Approved with conditions 

220101 Approval of reserved matters, Grendon Court Farm  - Approved 
  

  

 
 
 
 

22/22 Lengthsman & Grass cutting 
22.1/22  To consider work to be undertaken 

Council noted that the bank above the car park in Pencombe had been re-instated after 
many months and thanked the LEA via Cllr. Harrington for the funding provided to carry out 
this much needed work.  The drain involved is now performing well and should make a big 
difference to the water level in that area of the school p[laying field. 
 

22.2/22 Re-tendering of grass cutting contract 
 The Clerk reported that he had placed an advert in the Hereford Times inviting tenders for 

grass cutting and he had also written to the previous applicants advising them of the re-
tendering.  So far no replies had been received.  The Clerk asked any residents present to 
provide details of anyone they knew who might be interested and he had also circulated 
details to residents on email. A notice had also been placed on the villages’ notice boards. 

 
23/22 Neighbourhood Development Plan 
 The Clerk reported that another successful NDP workshop had been held on 21 February 

and had been attended by over 30 residents.  The point of the workshop was to amend, if 
required, the draft vision, objectives and key themes drafted by Kirkwells.  The Clerk had 
received all the outputs from the workshop and would summarise the points raised and 
pass them on to Kirkwells for finalisation.  Following a brief discussion Council agreed that 
a “call for sites” should be made. 

 
24/22  To receive an update on the provision of a Village Car Park. 
 The Clerk updated the Council on a report just received from Berrys.  The topographical 

survey has been received.  Berrys now had formulated a design for the car park and hoped 
to make that available to Council within the next 2-3 weeks. 
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25/22 Dog Fouling 
 Following a request by Council, Cllr. Harrington had investigated with officers the legal 

aspects of appointing a dog warden for the villages.  It was the case that Parish Councils 
could prosecute individuals who flouted the law against dog fouling, but such a route would 
be difficult for a small Council given the legal issues involved.  A better option would be to 
equip the wardens with a camera, photos from which could be sent to Herefordshire who 
would then prosecute.  Such a process would involve training of wardens and officers 
(David Hough and Craig Sandman) in the Community Protection team could arrange and 
deliver that.  

 
Mr Mottram raised the point that the village contained a significant number of dogs and 
some residents complained that the facilities for walking dogs around the village were 
insufficient.  However true this may be, that was not a reason not to clear up after your dog.  
Nevertheless, the need to educate and encourage before enforcement was generally 
agreed to be the right approach.  The possibility of a working group to create a plan of how 
best to encourage behaviour change was discussed.  Mr Maynard pointed out that not only 
residents but visitors to the village such as holiday lets should also be kept informed.  The 
working group idea received general support and the Clerk would undertake to publicise the 
formation of such a group.  

 
 
26/22 Matters for discussion at the next meeting. 
 No matters were raised though there was discussion about PROW particularly with regards 

to bridges.  The Clerk updated the meeting that Ms Simcock had resigned as the 
Pencombe footpath officer and Council would have to appoint a new person to carry out 
this important work.  Mr Mottram then volunteered to take on the role and Council was 
pleased to accept his offer.  Cllr. Legge mentioned that a program to replace stiles with 
gates would be particularly welcomed by the older residents.  Cllr. Harrington mentioned 
that training would probably be available once the PROW work came back in house on 1st 
April. 

 
The date of the next meeting is 22nd March 2022. 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm. 

 

 

 

Signed: Chairman of the Parish Council 

 

Date 22/3/2022 
 
 
 

 


