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PENCOMBE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of Pencombe Group Parish Council 
held on 

Tuesday 25th October 2022 at 7.30pm in Pencombe & Little Cowarne Parish Hall 
 

Councillors Present;  
   

Cllr. W. Brazier, Chairman Cllr. C. Hadley 
Cllr. D Legge    Cllr. S. Barrett 
Cllr. S Walsh       
 
In Attendance: Allan Drew Parish Clerk 
 
Members of the Public:  3 members of the public attended 

 

125/22 To receive: apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr. Hope 

126/22 To receive: Declarations of Interest and written requests for Dispensation 

None received 

127/22 To receive and approve: the minutes of the ordinary meeting of 27th September 2022 

The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman  

128/22 Matters arising not otherwise covered in the minutes 

Churchyard wall.  The Clerk confirmed he had received a note from Herefordshire Council 
confirming the churchyard wall is probably listed.  However, whether listed or not Herefordshire 
stated that a minor repair was perfectly acceptable and the matter of just one dislodged stone 
should be repaired as required. 

Alison Fenner, appointed as tree warden at last month’s meeting has supplied some information 
on her role and that information is now on the website. 

129/22 To receive: an update on the Parish Hall  

Mr Mottram reported that booking levels remain low and running costs are not being covered.  
There is a funding cushion but of course the situation cannot continue indefinitely.  Discounting 
is happening to some extent in the hope of generating more bookings. 

The bottom of the village hall ramp is causing concern especially for wheelchair users.  Lighting 
of the ramp during darkness is also an issue. 

Council agreed- 

• to investigate the possibility of surfacing a short way beyond the ramp.  Cllr. Walsh in the 
first instance would discuss the best way forward with Sam Walsh 

• installing simple solar powered lighting to illuminate the ramp at night. 

The Clerk asked Mr Mottram to prepare a business plan for the Hall so that Council could factor 
support into the precept discussions due shortly. 
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130/22 To receive: a finance report from Cllr. Sally Walsh 
 
Cllr. Walsh reported that- 
 
Bank Balances 

Bank balances on 21/10/2022 were as follows-  

 Unity Trust current account £25,664.20 

 
Payments made since last meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No. Name Amount £ Details 

1 A M Drew £337.45 Clerk’s September salary 

2 Autela  £44.40+VAT Payroll Q2l 

3 HMRC £253.20 PAYE Q2 

4 E Supplies Medical £83.42+VAT LC defibrillator pads  
(Refund to Clerk) 

5 P&LC Parish Hall £72.00 Sparkling wine for toast to the King  
at the community event on 19 

September 

6 Community Heartbeat 
Trust 

£135.00+VAT Managed contract for the  
Sparrington defibrillator 

7 Adrian Hope Tree 
Services 

£150.00+VAT For churchyard tree survey 
(authorised at July meeting) 

8 D C Gardening  

Services 

£80.00+VAT July additional grass cutting 

9 D C Gardening  

Services 

£80.00+VAT August additional grass cutting 

10 D C Gardening  

Services 

£520.00+VAT August grass cutting 

11 Bank charges £18.00 Automatic 
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Income received since last meeting 

Nil 

Payments for Authorisation 

 

Council resolved that the above payments should be made. 

 

 

 

Bank reconciliation Qtr 2 

Following is the bank reconciliation for quarter 2 ending 30 September 2022. 

Note there is a discrepancy of £100 between the cash book (£27764.23 and the bank 
account (£27864.23).  This discrepancy arises from the unpresented cheque dated 25 
August 2022 in favour of the H&G Canal trust. 

Attempts would be made to contact the trust and expedite the clearance of this cheque. 

Cllr. Walsh then signed the reconciliation as a true record of the |Council’s financial 
position at the end of quarter 2. 

No. Name Amount £ Details 

1 A M Drew £337.65 Clerk’s October salary 

2 HFSP GPC £95.93+VAT Shared cost of two toner cartridges 

25% HFSP;        75% PGPC 

3 Kirkwells £3032.21+VAT Preparation of first draft NDP + 
attendance at workshop (6 days+printing) 

4 D C Gardening  

Services 

£520+VAT September  
grass cutting 

5 D C Gardening  

Services 

£80.00+VAT Additional misc. grass cutting 
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Date Details R
e

ce
ip

t

P
ay

m
e

n
t

R
u

n
n

in
g 

B
al

an
ce

01/07/2021 Balance carried forward 21590.93
15/07/2022 Western Power 13.17 21604.10
23/07/2022 Pencombe Jubilee event 750.00 20854.10
23/07/2022 Little Cowarne Jubilee 

event 250.00 20604.10
01/08/2022

Cemetery rates S/O 55.00 20549.10
02/08/2022 Clerk's July 22 salary 337.45 20211.65
02/08/2022 The Map Centre (Refund to 

A M Drew) 150.00 20061.65
02/08/2022 DC Gardening Services SI 

1298

624.00

19437.65
02/08/2022 Herefordshire Council 

Elections

2092.57

17345.08
02/08/2022 Viking (Ring binders). 

Payment returned see 

BNPP below

75.07

17270.01
02/08/2022 Viking (printer). Payment 

returned see BNPP below

261.60

17008.41
09/08/2022 BNPP (Return of Viking 

payment for printer)

261.60

17270.01
09/08/2022 BNPP (Return of Viking 

payment for ring binders)

75.07

17345.08
19/08/2022 Groundwork UK (NDP 

grant)

9275.00

26620.08
25/08/2022 Cheque no. 24 

Contribution to H&G Canal 

trust for Ji l l  Haiselden

100.00

26520.08
30/08/2022 Clerk's August 2022 salary 337.45

26182.63
30/08/2022 Autela payroll 66.32

26116.31
30/08/2022 Berrys IH63837 264.00

25852.31
30/08/2022 Berrys IS62463 1960.39

23891.92
30/08/2022 Berrys IH62512 1137.00

22754.92
30/08/2022 Kirkwells Inv. 1109 1176.00

21578.92
30/08/2022 Local iQ (Refund to A M 

Drew)

330.34

21248.58
31/08/2022 Viking A4 envelopes 41.47

21207.11
31/08/2022 Viking Printer repeat 

payment from 2 August

261.60

20945.51
31/08/2022 Viking stationery repeat 

payment from 2 August

75.07

20870.44
31/08/2022 Herefordshire Council 

Cemetery Rates

55.00

20815.44
16/09/2022 Herefordshire Council 

Precept 2

6937.50

27752.94
16/09/2022 HFSP GPC 29.29

27782.23
30/09/2022 Bank charges 18.00

27764.23

Jul-Sep Sub-totals for period 16254.96 10261.66

Totals 16591.63 10598.33

Balance carried forward 5993.30

Reconciliation calculation 16591.63 16591.63

Totals for financial year to date24894.25 15810.14

PGPC  CASHBOOK 2022-23
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Costs & Income vs Budget 

The first half of the year completed on 30 September 2022.  Income remains healthy 
except for cemetery which is now unlikely to reach budget.  The cemetery budget has 
been reduced to £500. 

Expenditure is about £3000 over budget due to- 

• Election costs (£2000) 

• Contribution to Jubilee (£1000) 

There is likely to be a deficit this year of £1900 

Cllr. Walsh stated that a full review of the costs and income would take place in January 
2023 in support of the precept setting exercise. 

It should be noted that with income and costs both likely to exceed £25,000 this year, 
exemption from external audit will not be possible under the current rules 

 
131/22 To receive: a planning report from Cllr. Colin Hadley 

Planning applications/decisions:  

New applications 
There are no new applications in the Group Parish and no new updates to existing applications. 

Cllr Hadley raised the matter of application no. 222728 for the erection of an anaerobic digester 
which had been the subject of a resident’s comment.  The digester is proposed at Whitwick 
Manor which is about six miles south of Pencombe.  The scale of the proposal is extremely 
large by Herefordshire standards and the Clerk drew Council’s attention to the transport 
proposals and the scale of processing- 

Transport movements  29 tonne HGV 17,296  Total approx.. 33,000 trips per year 

Poultry manure     100,000 tonnes,  Pommace     35,000 tonnes  Total 175,000 tonnes. 

Ocle Pychard Council had refined the traffic data and believed that during the working day 
(7am-7pm) there would be one HGV trip every 10 minutes.  During a public meeting it was 
established that waste would be coming from as far afield as Wales and South Gloucestershire.  
Mr Mottram noted that there had been Herefordshire proposals that any new digester projects 
should be for “on farm” use only, but this policy has not (yet) been implemented.  Concerns 
were raised that large international food producers might ultimately be the main backers of this 
digester proposal.  

Residents were concerned that this proposal was simply importing someone else’s problem 
whilst Herefordshire was not actually solving its current problems. 

After some discussion it was agreed that Council would seek more information from other 
Councils before deciding on a position. 
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132/22 Lengthsman Scheme/Grass cutting: 

 To receive: a report on current Lengthsman work from Cllr. Tony Brazier. 

Cllr. Brazier reported that the two projects mentioned last month are progressing- 
The ditching work on the C1115 south of the junction with the C1114 has been instructed and is 
scheduled for 4 November.  The Herefordshire grant of £4337 will be used for this work split 
roughly £1700 labour and £2500 for materials.   
 
The work to carry out routine maintenance of the drainage network has also started with the 
Lengthsman working for two days on the road from Pencombe village centre, east to the Parish 
boundary.  Further work will be planned on a similar basis on roads radiating from Pencombe. 
 

To consider: any work currently required in the Group Parishes 

No further work is planned for the immediate future 

133/22 Neighbourhood Development Plan 
To receive: update on NDP from Cllr. David Legge 
 
Cllr. Legge reported that- 

The NDP workshop to discuss the submitted sites and to review the first draft of the 
NDP took place on 17 October.  31 residents attended including Cllr. Richard Leitch 
from Ullingswick Parish Council who was central to creating the NDP for that Parish. 
 
By the workshop date 14 sites around Pencombe had been submitted. These are 
shown, outlined in red in the following map.  The next step is that specialist company, 
AECOMM will assess these sites and establish which ones are suitable for 
development.  AECOMM will also work with the community to establish design codes 
which will guide materials used and what any developments will look like. 
 
The first draft of the NDP was also presented and it contains many blank spaces which 
the Steering Group will be filling in over the coming months.  An early and important 
requirement is for photographs of the Group Parish and it is suggested that council 
agrees to commence that activity.  There are at least two possible ways- 

• Commission a local photographer to produce a portfolio of photos and the 
Steering Group can choose photos for inclusion in the NDP. 

• Run a competition with prizes for residents to submit their own photos 
Following discussion Council agreed that the photographic competition for residents 
would be the best way forward and the Clerk would arrange the necessary publicity. 
 
More content will be required for the draft NDP before it becomes suitable for adoption.  
The method so far has been to organize workshop type activity to involve as many 
residents as possible and this approach has worked well for the early stages of the 
project.  However, for the specific task of building the written NDP into a single coherent 
document a much smaller group will be more effective.  It is recommended that the 
Clerk seeks a small number (5-10 residents) of people who are keen to take on this 
task.  At regular intervals this group will provide updates and receive feedback on the 
work being done.  Council felt this approach would be the best way of developing the 
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NDP in the immediate future and the Clerk would advertise for interested residents to 
join the group. 
 

134/22 Provision of a village car park. 
To receive: update on design of car park from Cllr. Tony Brazier. 
Cllr. Brazier reported that the re-design had been received from Berrys and included the revised 
entrance to the east of the site.  There are concerns that the new entrance still takes too much 
space from the land to the east.  The revised access for pedestrians had also been included 
and appeared to meet all the requirements.  Since the revised design had only been received 
the day before it was decided to await the outcome of a discussion with the landowner before 
agreeing the next steps. 

135/22 Sparrington kiosk 
To consider: progress on Sparrington kiosk re-furbishment including possible quotes for 
sandblasting & painting. 
Cllr. Brazier reported that he and the Clerk had removed all the glass from the kiosk.  Most of 
the frames had been salvaged and were being re-furbished.  Unfortunately the weather was 
now too cold to complete the sandblasting and spray painting so the project would be re-started 
when a suitable spell of spring weather arrived. 

136/22 Open session: 

136.1/22 To receive: a verbal update from the Ward Councillor  

The Ward Councillor was not present but a report had been provided. 

Avian flu was rampant across the County.  All bird keepers are required to take strict bio 
security measures. 

Warm spaces are being provided during the winter and Herefordshire will ensure libraries and 
other public buildings remain open to residents who have come to the building just to keep 
warm.  Unfortunately, however, not all public buildings have disabled access arrangements. 

The free bus travel initiative had proved very popular with 170,000 free journeys being taken 
between January and June.  A survey showed overwhelming support for retaining these 
services even when paid for.   

The C1114/5 (where the Lengthsman had just completed drainage work) is not in the program 
for next year so Cllr. Harrington would push to have it included. 

Cllr. Harrington has also been progressing the salt box at Little Cowarne phone kiosk and has 
raised the matter with BBLP. 

Cllr. Harrington was checking if the hedge trimming opposite the cemetery entrance was the 
responsibility of Herefordshire or the landowner. 

136.2/22 To receive: queries or concerns by local residents on parish matters 

Mr Mottram raised the issue of the multiple road closures in the centre of Pencombe during 
October.  The work was to make good poor re-instatement from Gigaclear works.  This has 
caused significant problems for residents and it was agreed that the Clerk would raise the 
matter with the Ward Councillor. 

Cllr. Walsh raised some matters from the working group- 

• Some bulb planting around the village – would this be possible? 

• Clarification of what is acceptable for green bins (re-cycling).  Some guidance would be 
helpful. 
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• Eventual use of Pencombe phone kiosk had been discussed and numerous ideas put 
forward – library, food swap, notice board etc.  The Parish would be consulted to 
establish the favoured option. 

 

137/22 Matters for discussion at the next meeting 
No matters were raised. 

 

Date of next meeting Tuesday 22 November 2022 

 

The meeting closed at 9.05pm 

 

 

 

Signed Chairman……………………………………….   Date…………….. 


